VZCZCXYZ0012 
PP  RUEHWEB 

DE  RUEHLP  #0553  0592003 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 282003Z  FEB  07 
FM  AMEMBASSY  LA  PAZ 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  2656 
INFO  RUEHAC /AMEMBASSY  ASUNCION  6588 
RUEHBO/ AMEMBASSY  BOGOTA  3910 
RUEHBR/ AMEMBASSY  BRASILIA  7797 
RUE HBU /AMEMBASSY  BUENOS  AIRES  5041 
RUE HCV/ AMEMBASSY  CARACAS  2277 
RUE HPE/ AMEMBASSY  LIMA  2377 
RUEHMD/AMEMBASSY  MADRID  3344 
RUEHMN/AMEMBASSY  MONTEVIDEO  4444 
RUE HQT / AMEMBAS S Y QUITO  4918 
RUEHSJ/AMEMBASSY  SAN  JOSE  1603 
RUEHSG/ AMEMBASSY  SANTIAGO  9508 
RUE HGV/USMIS SION  GENEVA  0075 
RUEHBS/USEU  BRUSSELS 
RHMFIUU/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL 
RUMIAAA/USCINCSO  MIAMI  FL 
RUEHUB/USINT  HAVANA  0178 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC 
RUCPDOC/DEPT  OF  COMMERCE  WASHINGTON  DC 

UNCLAS  LA  PAZ  000553 

SIPDIS 

SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  WHA/AND  LPETRONI 

SAN  JOSE  FOR  USAID/OFDA  TIMOTHY  CALLAGHAN 

STATE  PASS  TO  AID  FOR  DCHA/OFDA  MILENA  POPP,  LAC/SA  JEFF 
BARKEN,  DCHA/FFP  BARRY  BURNETT 
LIMA  FOR  DHS 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  EAID  AMED  ASUP  CASC  EAGR  ECON  PREL  BL 
SUBJECT:  BOLIVIA  FLOODING  SITREP  3:  FEBRUARY  28,  2007 

REF:  LA  PAZ  528 

1.1.  (U)  Massive  flooding  continues  to  plague  the  eastern 
Bolivian  departments  of  the  Beni  and  Santa  Cruz  and  has  begun 
to  affect  municipalities  of  Pando,  a department  bordering  the 
Beni  to  the  northwest. 

- Water  levels  continue  to  rise,  affecting  more  than  40 
percent  of  the  territory  of  the  Beni  and  inundating  an 
estimated  210,000  hectares  of  crops  in  the  department  of 
Santa  Cruz.  Eastern  Agricultural  Chamber  General  Manager 
Edilberto  Osinaga  estimated  losses  at  more  than  USD  100 
million . 

- Total  damage  estimates  have  exceeded  the  USD  250  million 
reported  in  ref tel. 

12.  (U)  On  February  27,  President  Morales  visited  Trinidad, 
the  capital  of  the  Beni,  to  assess  the  damage.  He  promised 
aid  for  new  housing  and  infrastructure  and  later  announced 
that  the  government  was  considering  declaring  three  provinces 
of  the  Beni  disaster  zones. 

URS 


